Topic #8 : Accounting features you wish you said yes to earlier 
Introduction
With more than a decade of experience in handling nearly thousands of clients’ accounts, we have occasionally talked and discussed on what are the most preferred accounting software features for businesses. Businesses in this context refer to small scale businesses which suit the Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) definition. Generally, three (3) famous questions on preferred accounting software features that we usually post to them are:

i) Is it due to range of modules offered? 
ii) Is it the functionalities and capabilities of the software? 
iii) Is it the user friendly characteristics of the software? 

True enough, among the accounting software features generally regarded as “must have features” are complete accounting modules, user friendly, affordable price, low maintenance cost and availability of technical supports after sales. There are so many accounting software brands available out there and for low-end market, cost to install and maintain the software is not a big deal. In terms of product features offering, there is not much different between software X to software Y. Obviously, most of the SMEs tailored accounting software features are just the Standard Financial Modules with perhaps some add-ons modules such as on Customer Relationship Management (CRM) and Human Resource Management (HRM) modules. Therefore, what is new about accounting software? Sincerely, there is nothing new in terms of modules offered. But as everyone is aware the current trend is towards cloud accounting platform, technology changed but not the real software feature per se. 

New accounting software feature?
Having involved directly and indirectly dealing with the accounts’ preparer or the end users themselves (accountants and finance staff), our clients use to share their concerns and opinion. Majority of our clients are Muslims owned companies and as one of the industry players (ventured into IT services/consultancy) we listened. The recurring problem is how to ease the burden of zakat compliance and creation of retirement plan for hereinafter. 






However, there is no existing accounting software which meets the demand or requirements of businesses with an in-built system to auto-compute zakat, auto-generate reports and flexible charity management in an organised and systematic manner. Now, we realised that, what we have in the market “is not user friendly” to the Muslim business owners as well as to other business operators who used to make provisions for perpetual or short-term charities/endowments to NGOs, charitable bodies and other approved bodies or institutions. 

After more than two (2) years of preliminary Research & Development (R&D), initial prototyping works and larger part of the development phase, we designed and developed a full system of accounting software that enable business owners to manage their financial management efficiently with an integrated accounting software embedded with special module on Zakat and Waqf (Endowment). This sounds new? Yes!, this is entirely a new special feature so far and there is none available software inbuilt with this feature. 

Salihin Premier Solutions (SPS) 

[bookmark: _GoBack]SPS version 14.01 is a cutting-edge technology driven software that is smartly all-inclusive, innovative and easy to use. It is an all-in-one software designed to simplify the handling of numerous aspects of accounting including financial accounting, Good and Services Tax (GST), zakat and waqf/endowment. Its in-built modules for zakat and waqf/endowment are designed to conscientise businesses to cultivate the habit of giving. It is now easier and convenient to determine charitable amount payable for the month or year. Reports and letters to approved institutions can be auto-generated or customised by the user. 
The Zakat and Waqf modules make it easier than ever for Muslim businesses, corporations and organisations to fulfil their obligatory and voluntary charities. Amount of zakat to be paid can be determined without difficulty. The waqf module helps both Muslims and non-Muslims to make provisions for perpetual or short-term charities/endowments
